
 

  My baby deserves so much  

more than I will ever be able to give 

her.  Is it wrong to go with the cheaper 

casket . . . or nix the idea of  having a 

visitation with my family and 

friends?  I would have liked to have 

bought more flowers for her.  The 

mortgage was due though and our 

health insurance premium had just 

gone up.  These unexpected expenses 

were just too much. 

  

Sadly this scenario is a financial reality 

many young families face when            

confronted with the unthinkable task of 

making a funeral arrangement after 

their infant or stillborn child 

dies.  They are at a stage in their lives 

where it is difficult enough to even pay 

day to day bills.  Overwhelmed and 

overcome by unfathomable grief, it is 

nearly impossible to emotionally    

comprehend and physically pay for a 

respectable funeral service for their 

baby.  They must choose from a menu 

of options and related fees that can be 

confusing to someone who has never 

made a funeral arrangement before.  

For many,  leaving the baby at the hos-

pital for ócollective burialô (an option 

directors certainly are), it remains an 

open  question what grieving parents 

with limited financial resources can 

expect to pay and whether or not that 

will result in a service for their baby 

that is meaningful to them. 

Our advice to anyone faced with this 

predicament is to ask a family        

member or friend to help you.  Write 

down questions.  Ask for price quotes 

for specific services,  including      

cremation and burial related services. 

Capture remembrances  of your baby 

with the help of friends and family 

members or on your own by taking 

pictures, video, scrapbooking, etc...   

Decide if you want to designate a  

memorial (memorial donations benefit 

organizations like AgapeôCare Cra-

dle, Kidzcope,    Childrenôs  Miracle 

Network, and others). Get final costs 

in writing.  Most importantly, take 

time to savor every second you are 

given with your little one.  Donôt         

allow yourself to feel impractical for 

doing too much or too little.  Take 

comfort that you were blessed with 

Godôs miraculous creation, your baby, 

if only for a little while. 

One loving family + one irreplaceable 

baby + God-given closure without 

financial strain = PRICELESS.       
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AgapéCare Cradle  
 

× Provides each family with a General                  

Price List and a Statement of Funeral 

Goods & Services  (required by law).                          

× Asks families to pay something if                

they can but does not require payment. 

× Explains to families that AgapéCare is a 

ministry  that exists to remember ñthe 

least of theseò little children . . . babies 

lost during pregnancy or who die as   

infants, including their baby. 

× Explains that the funeral services and             

supplies we provide are a gift  intended to 

honor their babyôs brief but important life 

and to help them heal emotionally and 

spiritually. 

made available when the baby is             

miscarried or stillborn) might seem 

easier at the time.  After they leave 

the hospital, however, the experi-

ence can at times resonate like a  

bad dream. A few items made for 

them by the hospital staff é some 

pictures and a trip home; thus         

concludes the lifetime of their child.  

In other words, little or no closure. 

This past September, AgapéCare    

volunteer  Bri Garrison and I spent 

several weeks visiting funeral 

homes in the Wichita area.  Most 

funeral  directors and office staff 

received us warmly and were open 

to our questions.  We asked what an 

average infant service costs and  

requested copies of their general 

price list and infant price list.         

Honestly, after visiting fifteen      

mortuaries, I still donôt have an  

answer.  

ñCase by case,ò were the words    

we heard over and over.  Five                  

mortuaries we visited gave us a 

separate printed fee schedule for 

infant/child services.  Several others 

devoted a short section of their  

General Price List to infant           

pricing.  Some stated they do not 

charge at all except for the cost of 

merchandise  (caskets, urns, outer 

burial containers). Still others            

calculate fees for infants and           

children based on a percentage                

(10 - 20% usually) of what they 

charge for adult services. While it is             

encouraging that anyone could still 

have sympathy after  being exposed 

to death over and over (and funeral 
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              Jesus said,                                                     

   òLet the little children come                                          
to me, and do not  hinder them,                                        

for the kingdom of heaven                                   

belongs to such as these.ó     
           Matthew 19:14                

   Fall  2011                                       Copyright 2011                                                                  AgapéCare Cradle, Inc. 

NONPROFIT ORG 

US POSTAGE PAID 

WICHITA KS 

PERMIT NO. 386 

                        MISSION MISSION MISSION   
   

AgapéCare Cradle,  

a specialized mortuary,      

reflects Christôs                           

unconditional love by              

meeting funeral needs                

and providing                            

bereavement support                   

to parent families 

who suffer the loss                       

of a baby. 

AgapéCare Cradle Inc. is a 501 ( c ) 3 charitable organization  

AgapéCare Cradle, Inc.  

126 N Emporia Street  

P.O. Box 704  

Wichita  KS 67201-0704 

316-263-4673 

www.agapecarecradle.org 
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those were the words 

we heard                     

over and over.   

Priceless  

                         Amanda Bowers 
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